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St JohnÕs Newsletter 
 Learning, Loving and Laughing Together 

Thank you so much to all our parents and carers for your support this week as we’ve worked through a very 
changeable situation with the weather, year group transitions, and some event cancellations. We really do 
appreciate your understanding and flexibility. 

I’ve had a few questions about the decision to offer an optional early 
collection, so I thought it might be helpful to explain the thinking behind it. 

Despite following DFE guidance, our upstairs classrooms have been 
extremely hot in the afternoons, reaching temperatures in the mid-30s and 
that was before they were filled with 30 children. Because of this, we needed 
to move those classes downstairs for the afternoon, but unfortunately we don’t have enough space to 
accommodate five classes at once. 

The guidance suggests making adaptations, and one option would have been to close those classes altogether. 
However, we know many of our families work in key services or have commitments that make it difficult to 
arrange childcare at short notice, and we also know that many children benefit from remaining in school. We 
are very aware of the impact closures can have as we have also had staff having to leave to cover their own 
childcare when nurseries and schools have closed.  We also know that this would have meant many families 
having one in school and the other at home.  

With this in mind, we felt the most supportive approach was to offer optional early collection. This has helped 
us reduce numbers in school and enabled relocation of afternoon lessons downstairs for all who remained. This 
approach is similar to what a number of other schools are doing in these conditions, rather than fully closing.  

This time last week, I was writing about the sunshine ahead and reminding everyone about hats and water 
bottles — I certainly wasn’t expecting quite the week we’ve had! 

Thank you again for your continued support — it really does make a difference. 

This week in worship... We have conƟnued with our series on Generosity and have 
focused on ‘Generous with our aƫtudes and words’. 
On Monday, our worship was led by the Rising 
GeneraƟons team from Basingstoke Church. They 
helped us to consider how oŌen we tell our favourite 
people why they are important to us and how oŌen 
we say thank you to those people who do things for 
us, which we oŌen take for granted.  We have also 
considered the value of forgiveness and making our 
school a happy place as part of considering how we 
are generous with our words.  Next week, we will be 
looking at ‘Generous to the world around us’.  
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Diary Dates  
 

01/07/26   Year 5 Swimming @ QMC a.m. 
01/07/26   FOSJ Circus 
02/07/26   School Disco 
03/07/26   Transition Day 
03/07/26   Year R Pirate Day—more details to follow 
07/07/26   Musical Showcase 4pm 
08/07/26   Year 5 Swimming @ QMC a.m. 
08/07/26   Open Evening—Parent to Collect/Sign for School Reports from  
   Teacher 3.30pm-5pm - more details closer to the date 
14/07/26   EYFS to Year 1 Transition Meeting 5pm—School Hall 
14/07/26   KS1 to KS2 Transition Meeting 5pm—Tuvalu Classroom 
14/07/26   FOSJ AGM @ 6.30pm in the School Library—please come along 
15/07/26   Year 5/6 Production @ 1.45pm 
16/07/26   Year 5/6 Production @ 5pm 
17/07/26   Year 6 Treat Day 
20/07/26   Year 6 LeaversÕ Church Service—10am All Saints Church 
20/07/26   LeaversÕ Lunch—more details to follow 
21/07/26   Year 6 LeaversÕ Assembly at 9.15am—School Hall 
21/07/26   Last day of term—early finish (details further on in newsletter) 
22/07/26   INSET Day (5) 
23/7-31/8/26  Summer Holidays 
01/09/26   INSET Day (1) 2026/27 
02/09/26   Years 1-6 First Day Back 

INSET Days 2025—2026 

Wednesday 22nd July (5) 

INSET Days 2026—2027 

Tuesday 1st September 2026 (1) 

AƩendance   

Whole school aƩendance is 
currently at 96.8%. Our whole 
school target for the year is 97%.  

A reminder that Year 6 transiƟon days for Cranbourne and 
Brighton Hill secondary schools have been rescheduled for 
next Friday, 3rd July 2026. All other Year 6 children are 
expected in school on this day unless they are already 
scheduled to be visiƟng their secondary school. 

 

Child Title Response? 

Year 5/6 Performance LeƩer  

LETTER ALERT! 
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Tuesday 21st July 2026 

This is the last day of this academic year. On this day the children will 
finish at the following Ɵmes: 

Year R & Year 1/2—1.25pm,  

Year 3/4 & Year 5/6 —1.30pm. 

Due to the early finish, all children will need to be collected by an adult, 
this includes Year 5/6 children (there will be no AŌer School Club). No 
children will be able to leave site alone unƟl the usual finishing Ɵme. 
If your child is going to be collected by a different adult from those who usually collect, please let 
the school office know in wriƟng.  
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IMPORTANT! 🎪🎪 
 
If you are needing a refund for Wednesday’s circus please be 
advised that we need to be informed by email by 5pm at the 
latest Saturday 27th otherwise this will not be possible. Thank 
you for your understanding - fosjcofe@gmail.com 


