
 

 

Year R Newsletter 

Friday 8th May 2026 

Messages 

We have had an exciting week learning about trains and going on our school trip 

to the Watercress Line! We had lots of fun on our trip on Wednesday and 

learned lots about steam trains and transport in the past. The children were all 

really well behaved and represented St John’s School wonderfully. Thank you to 

all the parents who came and helped us on this trip, we are unable to do these 

enrichment activities without your support. 

 

We also read the book ‘The Train Ride’ by June Crebbin and made maps of the 

things that the main character sees in the story. We have been learning to 

print this term in art and used blocks to print our own pictures of steam trains. 

 Notices: 

• On hot and sunny days, please make sure your child brings in a labelled sun 

hat as we are spending lots of time outside this term! 

• Just a quick reminder that our library day is Thursday. A number of children 

didn’t bring their library books in to change this week. 

• Your children should now know their Sports Day colours as they were sent 

home last week. 

Phonics 
 

This week we have been: 
 

• learning to read and 

write words with 5 or 

6 phonemes e.g. 

script, scrunch and 

splat. 

• learning to read the 

tricky words ‘says’, 

‘little’, ‘were’ and 

‘here’. 

Maths 

Next week we will be: 

• learning about 

doubles and 

exploring different 

ways of doubling 

quantities. 

Topic 

Next week we will be: 

• learning about Amelia 

Earhart and her life. 

• making and testing 

our own paper 

aeroplanes! 

 

 



 


