
 

 

Year R Newsletter 

Friday 20th March 2026 

Messages 

We have had an interesting week learning about penguins and Antarctica through the 

book ‘The Emperor’s Egg’. The children have enjoyed learning different penguin facts 

and had a go at writing them independently for their daily challenges. We talked about 

how penguins look after their eggs, trying to walk like penguins carrying eggs between 

their feet on the playground! The children also did some penguin art using sponges and 

paint and snowflake art to decorate our ice cafe role play area! 

Today (Friday), we planted vegetables in our Year R vegetable patch! We will be looking 

after the vegetables and watching them grow over the coming weeks and months. 

After the Easter holidays, we will be making bug hotels as part of our learning about 

our woodland habitat. If you have any large 2 litre plastic bottles at home, then please 

bring them in for us to use to make our bug hotels.  

 Notices: 

• Next week, there will be no P.E. sessions due to other calendar commitments. We 

will therefore send home P.E. kits this week for a refresh.  

• On Tuesday 24th the children will be walking to church for an Easter service.  

• On Thursday 26th Year R will be hosting a stay and play from 2-3pm for any grown-

ups able to attend. There will be Easter crafts and lots of fun to be had! 

• After Easter our P.E. day will be moving to Thursday. 

• As we move into the Summer term, we are beginning to think about transitions into 

Year 1. To make this as smooth as possible we will be implementing a few changes. 

After Easter, the children will be joining KS1 with their morning breaktime 

outside. We will also be greeting all children through the side door (currently used 

only by NZ class in the mornings). Initially we will have both class teachers at the 

door in the mornings, then this will move to a rotation of the class teachers. 

 

Phonics 
 

This week we have been: 

 

• practising reading and 

writing words with the 

suffixes ‘er’ and ‘ing’ 

Maths 

Next week we will be: 

• finding different 

ways of making and 

Topic 

Next week we will be: 

• finding different insects 

and bugs in our school 

woodlands. 



(e.g. finger, zooming) 

as well as compound 

words (e.g. rooftop, 

carpark). 

 

partitioning the 

numbers 6 and 7. 

• checking the 

children’s number 

bond knowledge. 

 

 

• drawing different 

minibeasts and 

writing facts about 

them. 

 

 



 

 


